CHAP. 1.

LEO IX.

Leo scrupled not to smite with his spiritual arms the
enemy, the rebel against the Empire, who was accused
of burning churches in his marauding warfare. He
excommunicated Godfrey of Lorraine; and that turbu-
lent prince, who had defied the authority and the power
of the Emperor, bowed in awe beneath the spiritual
censure. He came to Aix-la-Chapelle, where
the Pope advanced to receive him; he came
as a humble suppliant. The Pope with difficulty ex-
torted his pardon, but not the restitution of his duke-
dom, from the resentful Emperor. But Godfrey was
broken in spirit by the appalling presence of the Pope;
he went to Verdun, and submitted to the most humili-
ating penance: he was publicly scourged before the altar,
ini order to obtain re-admission into the church. He
was condemned to rebuild the cathedral which he had
burned ; and the fierce marauder was seen labouring like
a common workman in the repairs of the ruined church.

Nor was the religion of Leo IX. too lofty or spiritual
for his age; he was deeply involved in its superstitions.
The ecclesiastical Hercules, who travelled about beating
down the hydra heads of clerical avarice and licentious-
ness, is surrounded, like him of old, with an atmosphere
of mystic legend. Leo was the most sure discoverer of
reliques, wherever it was desirable that reliques should
be found; wherever he prayed for them, the bodies of
saints came to light. His life was a life of visions;
miracles broke out on all great, sometimes on more
insignificant occasions.4

* The most remarkable miracle, of
later date, was this. A precious cup,
presented to him by the Arcnbishop of
Cologne, fell on the ground and was
oroken to pieces. At the word of Leo

the pieces came together, the cup was
again whole, and the fracture was
only marked by a thin thread (capillo).
Bu&.the most extraordinary part was,
that all the while not a drop of tha